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volved upon him rather for political effect than for public ends, and it was his preference, in accordance with a sound military axiom to make his enemy's territory the theatre of the war whenever that was practicable.
I brought the subject to the President's notice during one of our daily rides, immediately after the passage of the Bill by the House and proposed to send him on our return the brief of which I have spoken and of which I had before promised him a perusal. I had myself no hesitation in respect to the course that ought to be pursued and spoke of it accordingly. He received my suggestions favorably, appeared sensible of the importance of the proposed step and at parting begged me not to delay sending him the brief—which was done as soon as I got to my house.
Within five days after the passage of the Bill by the House of Representatives I received from him the following note.
(Private.)
may 4TH, 1830. my dear sir,
I have been engaged to clay as long as my head and eyes would permit, poring over the manuscript you handed me; as far as I have been able to decipher it I think it one of the most lucid expositions of the Constitution and historical accounts of the departure by Congress from its true principles that I have ever met with.
It furnishes clear views upon the constitutional powers of Congress.    The inability of Congress under the Constitution to apply the funds of the Government to private, not national purposes I never had a doubt of.   The Kentucky road bill involves this very power and I think it right boldly to meet it at the threshold.   With this object in view I wish to have an interview with you and consult upon this subject that the constitutional points may be arranged to bear upon it with clearness so that the people may fully understand it. Can I see you this evening or Thursday morning? Your friend
andrew jackson Mr. van btjren.
Those who take the trouble to refer to> the manuscript will be able to decide for themselves on the justice of the encomiums bestowed upon it by the President. I returned the following answer with which I have been furnished by Mr. Blair, to whom the General's papers were entrusted by his will.1

